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New Products for 2003

30 NEW PRODUCTS to Empower the Mind
MATH DETECTIVE & SCIENCE DETECTIVE
BOOKS & SOFTWARE
Guarantees Higher Grades &
Top Test Scores!

Students develop inferential and
deductive thinking skills as they
improve their understanding of
standards-based math and science.
Gr. 3–6. Math Detective, pp. 48–50;
Science Detective, p. 44.

DR. FUNSTER BOOKS
Fast, fun, easy-to-use,
thinking skills builders.
Only $5.99 each.
Builds visual
sequencing &
classification
skills. Gr. 4–12+
p. 17

Gets
students
thinking out
of the box.
Gr. 3–12+
p. 13

CAN Y OU FIND ME?
“This company offers
every imaginable means of
teaching critical thinking to every
student. I have found
no other company that offers
such specialized materials.”
—Elizabeth, Educator,
Richmond, VA

Students ask
to do
these riddles!

Jump-start
young minds
with thinking
skills riddles.
PreK–K, p. 5

“I work with all abilities
from special needs to gifted. Your
products are powerful at both
ends of the spectrum. The
classes I teach are now averaging
2 years above grade level.”
—Elaine, Specialist,
Early Childhood Education,
Houston, TX
“We see great results in
thinking skills from using your
products. Your work
has produced positive results and
higher test scores.”
—Luine, Educator, Baytown, TX

PUNCTUATION
PUZZLERS
& RUN-ON
RIDDLERS
No more boring
grammar drills!

Encourages
mental math &
problem
solving.
Gr. 2-10
p. 47

WORD ROOTS SOFTWARE
Develops
spelling &
vocabulary.
Gr. 3–12+
p. 28

The fun way to learn superior
spelling and vocabulary!
Your students rebuild
an ancient city as they
learn Latin and Greek
roots, prefixes, &
suffixes—the building
blocks of English. Gr. 4–12+, p. 27

Quick, fun
activities
to sharpen
grammar,
usage,
punctuation,
& reading
comprehension.
Gr. 3–8, p. 38
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GRADE-LEVEL BUNDLES

Save
10%
($9
–$32
)

Satisfaction Guaranteed!


If you’re not completely satisfied,
just return any bundle within 60
days of receipt,* or contact us
with your questions or concerns.
We’re here to help.

“We are thrilled with all
the books—they really have
improved my students’
ability to think and reason
in every subject!”
—Bonnie, via the Internet

Grades K–8 Book Bundles
GRADE 5 BUNDLE

GRADE K BUNDLE
Visual Perceptual Skill Building 1 (p. 4)
Can You Find Me? K (p. 5)
Building Thinking Skills Hands-On Primary (pp. 6–7)*
Mind Benders Warm Up (pp. 14–15)
Dr. DooRiddles A1 (p. 39)
*requires manipulatives sold separately on p. 7

$

74.99

Grade K
#TBK1400

GRADE 1 BUNDLE
Visual Perceptual Skill Building 1 (p. 4)
Building Thinking Skills Hands-On Primary (pp. 6–7)*
Mind Benders Warm Up (pp. 14–15)
Dr. DooRiddles A1 (p. 39)
Developing Critical Thinking through Science 1 (p. 45)
*requires manipulatives sold separately on p. 7

$

83.99

Grade 1

285.99

#TBK1405

GRADE 6 BUNDLE

$

176.99

Grade 2
#TBK1402

Building Thinking Skills 2 & Guide (pp. 6, 8–9)
Mind Benders A4 (pp. 14–15)
Organizing Thinking 2 (pp. 22–23)
Word Roots A (p. 26)
Reading Detective A1 (pp. 32–33)
Editor in Chief B1 (pp. 34–35)
Language Mechanic (p. 41)
Where-Abouts (p. 40)
Sciencewise 1 (p. 46)
Thinking Connections A1 (p. 43)
Mathematical Reasoning 2 & Guide (pp. 52–53)
Scratch Your Brain C1 (p. 54)

GRADE 3 BUNDLE

GRADE 7 BUNDLE

Building Thinking Skills 1 & Guide (pp. 6, 8–9)
Mind Benders A1 & A2 (pp. 14–15)
Organizing Thinking 1 (pp. 22-23)
Reading Detective Beginning (p. 31)
Editor in Chief Beginning (pp. 34–35)
Punctuation Puzzlers A & Run-On Riddlers A (p. 38)
Language Smarts A1 (p. 41)
Developing Critical Thinking through Science 1 (p. 45)
Mathematical Reasoning 1 & Guide (pp. 52–53)
Scratch Your Brain A1 (p. 54)

Building Thinking Skills 3 Figural, Verbal & Guides (pp. 6, 10–11)
Mind Benders B1 & B2 (pp. 14–15)
Organizing Thinking 2 (pp. 22–23)
Word Roots B (p. 26)
Reading Detective B1 (pp. 32–33)
Editor in Chief B1 & B2 (pp. 34–35)
Arguments & Whatcha-Macallits (p. 40)
Sciencewise 2 (p. 46)
Thinking Connections B1 (p. 43)
Scratch Your Brain C1 (p. 54)

$

231.99

Grade 3
#TBK1403

$

258.99

Grade 6
#TBK1406

$

283.99

Grade 7
#TBK1407

GRADE 8 BUNDLE

GRADE 4 BUNDLE
Building Thinking Skills 2 & Guide (pp. 6, 8–9)
Mind Benders A2 & A3 (pp. 14–15)
Organizing Thinking 1 (pp. 22–23)
Reading Detective Beginning (p. 31)
Editor in Chief Beginning & A1 (pp. 34–35)
Punctuation Puzzlers A & Run-On Riddlers A (p. 38)
Descriptive Mysteries (p. 40)
Developing Critical Thinking through Science 2 (p. 45)
Mathematical Reasoning 2 & Guide (pp. 52–53)
Scratch Your Brain B1 (p. 54)

$

Grade 5

#TBK1401

GRADE 2 BUNDLE
Building Thinking Skills 1 & Guide (pp. 6, 8–9)
Mind Benders Warm Up (pp. 14–15)
Organizing Thinking 1 (pp. 22–23)
Language Smarts A1 (p. 41)
Dr. DooRiddles A1 (p. 39)
Developing Critical Thinking through Science 1 (p. 45)
Mathematical Reasoning 1 & Guide (pp. 52–53)
Scratch Your Brain A1 (p. 54)

Building Thinking Skills 2 & Guide (pp. 6, 8–9)
Mind Benders A3 & A4 (pp. 14–15)
Organizing Thinking 2 (pp. 22–23)
Word Roots A (p. 26)
Reading Detective A1 (pp. 32–33)
Editor in Chief A1 & A2 (pp. 34–35)
Language Mechanic (p. 41)
Descriptive Mysteries (p. 40)
Developing Critical Thinking through Science 2 (p. 45)
Thinking Connections A1 (p. 43)
Mathematical Reasoning 2 & Guide (pp. 52–53)
Scratch Your Brain B1 (p. 54)

$

250.99

Grade 4
#TBK1404

Building Thinking Skills 3 Figural, Verbal, & Guides (pp. 6, 10–11)
Critical Thinking One & Guide (p. 12)
Mind Benders B2 & B3 (pp. 14–15)
Organizing Thinking 2 (pp. 22–23)
Word Roots B (p. 26)
Reading Detective B1 (pp. 32–33)
Editor in Chief B2 (pp. 34–35)
Arguments (p. 40)
Sciencewise 2 (p. 46)
Thinking Connections B1 (p. 43)
Scratch Your Brain C1 (p. 54)

$

284.99

Grade 8
#TBK1408

*Excludes shipping charges. Individual products within bundles are not returnable
as separate items. Bundles must be returned complete and in resalable condition.
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New!
READING DETECTIVE SOFTWARE
®

Using Higher-Order Thinking to Improve
Reading Comprehension
Students read for evidence, discover clues, and solve each
case to become a 4-star master reading detective!
Goals
Like our popular Reading Detective books, our software uses
standards-based higher-order thinking activities to develop
exceptional reading comprehension skills. The software also has
instructional support features that make it possible for students to
learn the skills independently—and effectively—for top grades and
test scores. (See Features below.)
Methods
Engaging story-based activities include


multiple-choice questions that challenge students to
read critically and provide evidence for their answers



sequence questions that require students to put events in order



images, maps, and charts (used in some of the activities) which
students must analyze along with the written text
The Beginning level includes seven single-skill units (inference,
vocabulary, theme, etc.) and one mixed-skills unit. The A and B
levels include mixed-skills throughout.
As students successfully complete each case and rise up the
detective ladder, they earn printable award certificates and
opportunities to play a fun reward game.
See pages 31–33 for more information about each level including
Contents and the Assessment Tests for which Reading Detective
software helps students prepare.
$

Hybrid CD

64.99

Single

$

164.99

Lab (5)

$

296.99

Lab (10)

$

699.99

Unlimited Site

Beginning Gr. 3–4* TBK01515SCI TBK01515SCV TBK01515SCX TBK01515SCS
A1 Gr. 5–6
TBK01516SCI TBK01516SCV TBK01516SCX TBK01516SCS
B1 Gr. 7–8
TBK01517SCI TBK01517SCV TBK01517SCX TBK01517SCS
*Beginning ships spring ‘03

Requires
reading for
evidence!

Gr. 3–8
Choose from 3 Levels
Visit teachersmarketplace.com for
FREE catalog downloads!

35. “Tracks” from The Stories Huey Tells
A 1The next night I woke up. 2I looked at the clock that sits on top of the
brick on my night table. 3It was 1 A.M.
B 4Julian was asleep with his pillow over his head. 5I went down to the
living room.
C 6I found his book on top of the TV, open to a page on African safaris. 7I
went down to the basement and got my dad’s hammer. 8I took it and the
book outside. 9The moon was not quite as big as the night before, but there
was plenty of light for working.

5a. What made Huey’s dad believe
that these were zebra tracks?
A.
He matched them with
Julian’s book.
B.
He saw the zebra.
C.
He looked at them.
D.
He carefully measured
them with a ruler.
5b. Click on the sentence in
the story that best supports your
answer.

D 10Every few feet I mashed up small spots of sandy ground with the
hammer. 11Then I rounded them out just right.
E 12I stood up and compared them to the picture in Julian’s book. 13They
looked the way they were supposed to—just like zebra tracks. 14Zebras
leave hoofprints like horses. 15Their tracks are deeper in the ground than
raccoon tracks. 16That’s why I used the hammer.
F

17

G

18

H

22

I

24”

In the morning, Julian was so excited he was yelling.

Mom and Dad! 19Huey! 20Come look! 21There was a zebra here last night!”
We all ran outside. 23My dad studied Julian’s book and the tracks.
Hard to believe,” my dad said, “but it sure does look that way!”

23. A Tale of Two Boarders
A 1I, Su Kapo, was ready for a change. 2My skateboard was
only two months old but I was tired of it. 3At first, I loved the blue
design highlighted with bright colors. 4After awhile, the graphics
“got old” and everyone else’s board looked better to me. 5What
could I do? 6I couldn’t afford a new one. 7Then I saw it! 8An ad for a
used skateboard that sounded really cool.
B 9Check out the hottest skate in town! 10Gold and crimson bands from a
dragon that appears and disappears in the misty aqua background of this
rolling winner. 11Only $85! 12Call 303-6578.
C 13I called the number. 14Like me, the owner was tired of her board, and
she suggested a trade! 15If she liked my board and I liked hers, we would
exchange boards and both be happy.
D 16Skating to her house, I gazed at the top of my board. 17Maybe the idea
that someone else might want my board made me see it in a new light. 18I
had never noticed how those yellow and red stripes curved back and forth
through the blue-green haze. 19Or how they could come together to form the
shape of some kind of…beast.
E 20I was at her front door. 21Before I could knock, the door swung open
and revealed a girl about my age and size. 22We both shouted with surprise
as we each looked at the other’s skateboard.

3a. Why didn’t Su recognize the
description of the board in the ad?
A. She had not looked closely
at her board’s design
B. It was written incorrectly.
C. She did not read the whole
advertisement.
D. The girl lied about the design.
3b. Click on the 2 sentences in
the story that best support your
answer.

PARTIALLY CORRECT
Good Try, Detective—but you
selected the wrong evidence!
The blue text displays the correct
evidence.

The graphic was described in a
way that was different from how Su
saw it. She had never looked
closely at the graphic design.

READING DETECTIVE SOFTWARE FEATURES


45–55 activities per CD. Each activity can be
|done in learning mode or test mode



Self-tutoring: includes quick or detailed
instructions, hints, and explanations for
correct and incorrect answers



Printable scores and data about each student



Saves unfinished games



On-screen teaching guide and answer keys



Self-grading



Password protection

“Reading Detective is just perfect for preparing
students for their end-of-grade tests. The questions
require them to make inferences about what they
read and locate evidence in the passages to support
their conclusions.”—Diane, Kernersville, NC
“Reading Detective is one excellent reading comprehension program!”—Judith Wheeler, Ph.D., Reading
Specialist, Detroit, MI

Order Toll Free 800-757-7668

11. “How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin”
A 1The Rhinoceros took off his skin and carried it over his shoulder as he came down to
the beach to bathe. 2In those days it buttoned underneath with three buttons and looked
like a waterproof.* 3He said nothing whatever about the Parsee’s cake, because he had
eaten it all; and he never had any manners, then, since, or henceforward. 4He waddled
straight into the water and blew bubbles through his nose, leaving his skin on the beach.
B 5Presently the Parsee came by and found the skin, and he smiled one smile that ran all
round his face two times. 6Then he danced three times round the skin and rubbed hands.
7
Then he went to his camp and filled his hat with cake-crumbs, for the Parsee never ate
anything but cake, and never swept out his camp. 8He took that skin and he shook that skin,
and he scrubbed that skin, and he rubbed that skin just as full of old, dry, stale, tickly cakecrumbs and some burned currants as ever it could possibly hold. 9Then he climbed to the top
of his palmtree and waited for the Rhinoceros to come out of the water and put it on.

7. Put the following events in the
order in which they occurred in
the passage.
A.
Rhinoceros takes off his
skin.
B.
Parsee puts cakecrumbs in Rhinoceros’s skin.
C.
Rhinoceros rubs against
tree.
Rhinoceros rolls in sand.
D.
E.
Parsee slimbs to top of
pa
ee

C 10And the Rhinoceros did. 11He buttoned it up with the three buttons, and it tickled like
cake-crumbs in bed. 12Then he wanted to scratch, but that made it worse; and then he lay
down on the sands and rolled and rolled and rolled, and every time he rolled the cakecrumbs tickled him worse and worse and worse. 13Then he ran to the palmtree and rubbed
and rubbed and rubbed himself against it. 14He rubbed so much and so hard that he rubbed
his skin into a great fold over his shoulders, and another fold underneath, where the
buttons used to be (but he rubbed the buttons off), and he rubbed some more folds over his
legs. 15And it spoiled his temper, but it didn’t make the least difference to the cake-crumbs.
16
They were inside his skin and they tickled. 17So he went home, very angry indeed and
horribly scratchy; and from that day to this every rhinoceros has great folds in his skin and
a very bad temper, all on account of the cake-crumbs inside.
*waterproof: British word for raincoat

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
WIN: Windows 95+, 800 x 600 res., 64 MB RAM
MAC: OS X, 800 x 600 res., 64 MB RAM

Caswell & Caswell
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INFERENCE

2. Why Dogs Wag Their Tails by David White
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Gr. 3–4

BEGINNING READING DETECTIVE

INFERENCE

DIRECTIONS: Circle the letter next to the correct answer or write the answer on
the lines given. When asked, write the number of the sentence or the letter of the
paragraph that is the best evidence.

1

In the early days of the animals, the Dog was trying to show its happiness
but did not know how. 2It decided to ask its friends for help.

1. Why did the Dog tell the Cat,
“You’re no help”?

3

The Dog went to the Cat. 4“You should try purring,” the Cat said, purring.
5
“You’re no help,” said the Dog sadly.

____________________________________

____________________________________
____________________________________

6

The Dog went to the Hyena. 7“You should try laughing,” the Hyena said,
laughing. 8“Look at me. 9I’m happy when I laugh.”

____________________________________
Which sentence is the best
evidence? ____

10

“You’re no help,” said the Dog sadly.

11
The Dog went to the Chimp. 12“You should try smiling,” she said with a
grin. 13The Dog tried to smile. 14The Chimp tried not to laugh. 15“You’re right,
my friend,” he said. 16“I thought it would help, but you don’t look happy.”
17
The Dog hung his head and walked away. 18Then he had an idea. 19He
would go see the Lion. 20The Lion was wise.
21
“King of the Beasts, please tell me how
to look happy,” the Dog said. 22The Lion
yawned and said, “Think of something
happy.” 23The Dog thought for a long while.
24
Finally, the Dog thought how lucky he was
to have friends like the Cat, the Hyena, and
the Chimp. 25The Dog’s tail twitched.
26
“Aha,” the Lion said. 27“I wondered how
your happy feeling would show.”
28
“I felt it,” the Dog said excitedly. 29The tail moved even more. 30“Wow!” the
Dog cried. 31“My tail shows how happy I am! 32Thank you, Lion!”

Requires
reading for
evidence!

2. Why did the Hyena suggest that
the Dog should laugh?
A. He wanted to make fun of the
Dog.
B. Laughing made the Hyena
happy.
C. Purring made the Dog sound
silly.
D. He was worried about the
Dog.

© 2001 Critical Thinking Books & Software • www.CriticalThinking.com • 800-458-4849

____________________________________
Which sentence is the best
evidence? ____
5. What does the last paragraph
suggest about how the Dog felt
when he left the Lion?
____________________________________
____________________________________

Which sentence is the best
evidence? ____
3. What did the Chimp think would
happen if the Dog smiled? The
Dog would
A. look happy.
B. say it was sorry.
C. stop looking for friends.
D. become the Chimp’s friend.
Which sentence is the best
evidence? ____

33
The Dog bounded off. 34He couldn’t wait to show his other friends! 35As he
ran along, his lively tail wagged after him.

16

4. In sentence 22, why did the Lion
tell the Dog to think of something
happy?

© 2001 Critical Thinking Books & Software • www.CriticalThinking.com • 800-458-4849
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Try this sample inference
activity with your students!
Detailed Solution
Question 1

READING DETECTIVE® BEGINNING BOOK

The Cat told the Dog to
purr. The Dog probably
could not purr.

Using Higher-Order Thinking to Improve
Reading Comprehension
Teaches a depth of analysis that guarantees superior reading
comprehension, top grades, and top test scores!
Goals
These standards-based higher-order thinking activities develop the
analysis, synthesis, and vocabulary skills students need for exceptional reading comprehension. The activities are especially effective
at helping students understand inference, cause and effect, and the
use of context clues.
Methods
The activities are presented in single-skill units, allowing students to
learn and practice a skill thoroughly before moving on. Students
read and analyze stories and then answer multiple-choice and shortresponse questions, citing sentences that support their answers. The
final unit includes mixed-skills activities for additional practice and
reinforcement. Stories include literature excerpts, original fiction,
and nonfiction topics. Reading and literary analysis skills are based
on grade 3–4 standards.
Teaching Support
Includes pre-/posttests, guidelines, and answers with detailed evidence.
#TBK1506 Gr. 3–4 ........................................ $23.99

50 reproducible activities.
Additional student books are available for $9.99 each. For more
information and volume discounts, call 800-458-4849.

“My students like the Reading Detective stories…When
they’re intrigued by a story, they’re more attentive to what
they read. They critically examine their answers and take
ownership in defending them.”—Melanie, Winter Springs, FL

www.teachersmarketplace.com

Best evidence
sentence: 4
Visit teachersmarketplace.com for additional catalogs!

READING DETECTIVE BEGINNING
CONTENTS
 Award-Winning Literature Excerpts
The Barn • Sable • Dexter • The Cricket in Times Square
The Stories Huey Tells • Sideways Stories from Wayside
School • Chocolate Fever


Original Fiction: mystery • humor • history • adventure



Nonfiction Topics: earth/physical/life sciences • math
geography • history • biography • inventions • sports

READING AND LITERARY ANALYSIS SKILLS
 Drawing inferences and conclusions
 Defining vocabulary using context clues
 Distinguishing cause and effect / making predictions
 Identifying main idea, supporting details, and story
elements: theme, plot, setting, character
ASSESSMENT TESTS
Reading Detective guarantees top performance on assessment
tests including






Stanford Achievement Test™ (SAT/9)
CA Achievement Tests (CAT/5)
FL Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)
IA Test of Basic Skills (ITBS®)
NY English Language Arts Exam

Fax 248-646-4359
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Language Arts
Gr. 5–8
Choose from 2 levels

READING DETECTIVE A1

LITERATURE

6. Where the Red Fern Grows
by Wilson Rawls (Excerpt)

1. In sentence 19, the author uses a simile
and a metaphor to describe Little Ann.
Write one of these below and identify
which kind of figurative language it is.
____________________________________
____________________________________

4

9

C
A low murmur ran through the
crowd.
D 10It was my turn. 11Three times
I tried to call to Little Ann. 12Words just
wouldn’t come out. 13My throat was
too dry. 14The vocal cords refused to
work, but I could snap my fingers.
15
That was all I needed. 16She started
toward me. 17I held my breath. 18There
was silence all around me.

LITERATURE

DIRECTIONS: Choose or write the best answer to each of the following questions using
the evidence presented in the passage. When required, list specific sentence numbers or
paragraph letters from the story to support your answer.

A 1Mr. Kyle and I were told to go
to one end of the table. 2Our dogs
were placed at the other end. 3Mr.
Kyle snapped his fingers and called to
his dog.
B
The big hound started walking
toward his master. 5What a beautiful
sight it was. 6He walked like a king.
7
His body was stiff and straight, his
head high in the air, his large muscles
quivered and jerked under his glossy
coat, but something went wrong. 8Just
before he reached the end, he broke
his stride, turned, and jumped down
from the table.

READING DETECTIVE A1

4. What causes Little Ann to start walking
across the table?
A. The crowd murmurs quietly.
B. The boy snaps his fingers.
C. The boy calls to her.
D. The big hound barks.
Give the number of the sentence that
best supports your answer. ____

____________________________________

E 19As graceful as any queen,
with her head high in the air, and her
long red tail arched in a perfect
rainbow, my little dog walked down
the table. 20With her warm gray eyes
staring straight at me, on she came.
21
Walking up to me, she laid her head
on my shoulder. 22As I put my arms
around her, the crowd exploded.
F 23During the commotion I felt
hands slapping me on the back, and
heard the word congratulations time
after time. 24The head judge came
over and made a speech. 25Handing
me a small silver cup, he said,
“Congratulations, son. 26It was justly
won.”

____________________________________
2. Choose the two sentences that best
show how the crowd supported the boy
and his dog.
A. During the commotion I felt hands
slapping me on the back...
B. There was silence all around me.
C. As I put my arms around her, the
crowd exploded.
D. A low murmur ran through the
crowd.
3. Which word best describes the main
feeling the author is trying to create?
A. enthusiasm
B. tension
C. indifference
D. sadness
Explain your answer.
____________________________________

5. Compare the big hound’s performance
to Little Ann’s.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
List the numbers of the 3 sentences that
best support your answer. ____, ____,
____
6. Give two examples from paragraph D
that suggest the boy might be nervous.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
Give the number of the sentence that
best supports each example. ____,
____

____________________________________
____________________________________

Requires
reading for
evidence!

____________________________________

20
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Detailed Solution
Question 1

Using Higher-Order Thinking to Improve
Reading Comprehension

Visit teachersmarketplace.com for
additional catalogs.

Teaches a depth of analysis that guarantees superior reading
comprehension, top grades, and top test scores!

Methods
A and B levels both begin with brief lessons that teach specific
reading and literary analysis skills. Then students progress into
mixed-skills activities involving literature, original fiction, and
nonfiction stories. Students read and analyze these stories, answering
questions and citing sentences that support their answers. Reading
and literary analysis skills are based on grade-level standards.
Teaching Support
Includes pre-/posttests, guidelines, and answers with detailed evidence.
#TBK1507 A1 Gr. 5–6 .................................... $23.99
#TBK1508 B1 Gr. 7–8 .................................... $23.99

50 reproducible activities.
Additional student books are available for $9.99 each. For more
information and volume discounts, call 800-458-4849.

21

(figurative language)
“As graceful as any
queen” is a simile and
“tail arched in a perfect
rainbow” is a metaphor.

READING DETECTIVE® A1 & B1 BOOKS

Goals
These standards-based higher-order thinking activities develop the
analysis, synthesis, and vocabulary skills students need for exceptional reading comprehension. The activities are especially effective at
helping students understand inference, cause and effect, and the use
of context clues.

7. In sentence 23, what does the word
commotion mean?
A. excitement
B. calm
C. contest
D. discussion

READING DETECTIVE A1


Award-Winning Literature Excerpts Include
Fudge-a-mania • Mr. Popper’s Penguins • Maniac Magee
Owls in the Family • The Jungle Book • Where the Red
Fern Grows • Island of the Blue Dolphins • Blue Willow

READING DETECTIVE B1


Award-Winning Literature Excerpts Include
The Cay • Sparrow Hawk Red • El Güero • The Moon by
Night • The Giver • The View from Saturday • The
Trolley to Yesterday • Face to Face • The Bronze Bow

BOTH LEVELS ALSO INCLUDE


Original Fiction: mystery • humor • history • adventure



Nonfiction Topics: earth/physical/life sciences • math
geography • history • biography • inventions • sports

A1 AND B1 READING AND LITERARY
ANALYSIS SKILLS
 Make inferences and generalizations
 Define vocabulary using context
 Recognize figurative language
 Identify main idea, supporting details, and theme

“You’ve really done your homework on this product. The
questions the students answer match the language and skills
required in our state testing. The depth with which my
students have to think is astronomical.”—Julie, Fall City, WA

Order Toll Free 800-757-7668

 Recognize story elements and literary devices*
*literary devices appear in B1 only
Visit teachersmarketplace.com for joining our mailing list.

Caswell & Caswell
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Gr. 6–12+

READING DETECTIVE®
RX Using Higher-Order Thinking

ASSESSMENT TESTS

to Improve Reading Comprehension

Reading Detective guarantees top
performance on assessment tests
including
 Stanford Achievement Test™
(SAT/9)
 CA Achievement Tests (CAT/5)
 FL Comprehensive Assessment
Test (FCAT)
 IA Test of Basic Skills (ITBS® )
 Secondary School Admissions Test
(SSAT)
 NY English Language Arts Exam
 MI Educational Assessment
Program (MEAP)
 Palmetto Assessment Challenge
Test (PACT)

Requires
reading for
evidence!

READING DETECTIVE B1

LITERATURE

A 1In the mirror world, there was his
bed, looking like a rumpled nest slept
in by some stranger. 2His 4-H trophy
and the ribbons, all of them won by
his red Guernsey, Rilda. 3They looked
shinier, more brightly colored on the
other side. 4Even the reversed titles of
the books on his shelf were
mysterious and alluring, as if in that
reflected world he might read them all
again and find their stories new.
B 5But most inviting of all was the
place where the mirror image
stopped, the unseen room beyond.
6
When he was younger he had
believed, quite literally, that there was
something hidden there, just beyond
the inspection of his eye. 7Something
that didn’t exist at all in the world he
knew.
C 8It was where he used to imagine
his father had gone and was waiting
to be found.

READING DETECTIVE B1

D 9When Michael was told in
science class that nothing was
solid, that the entire world was
composed of moving atoms, he had
come home and tried to reach
through the mirror with his hand.
10
He had thought that if he closed
his eyes so that he wasn’t aware of
the non-solid atoms of his hand
coming into contact with those of
the mirror, he could find his way into
that other world...like Alice.
E 11He didn’t care for the Alice
stories, really. 12Never had.
13
Reading them was like being
caught in someone else’s
nightmare. 14And he was too much
of a farm boy to be fascinated by
rabbit holes. 15Rabbit holes held
rabbits. 16Nothing more.

1.

In sentence 4, the word alluring means
A. unusual.
B. shiny.
C. dirty.
D. attractive.

2.

Based on paragraph A, his room in the
mirror world seemed
A. different.
B. frightening.
C. annoying.
D. drab.

3.

In sentence 8, what can you infer about
Michael and his father?
____________________________________
____________________________________

Goals
Develops higher-order
thinking skills to
improve comprehension in lowerachieving readers.
Helps them meet
advanced reading
challenges and
prepares them for
assessment tests.
Methods
Reading and analysis skills are
introduced and practiced through singleskill units presented at grade 4–6
readability but grade 6+ interest level.
Students learn to draw inferences and
conclusions, recognize cause and effect,
understand figurative language, and
more. Mixed skills are included in the
final unit for review and reinforcement.

____________________________________
7.

In paragraph A, how did the images in
the mirror differ from the real objects?
____________________________________
_____________________________________

Teaching Support
Includes pre- and posttests, guidelines,
and detailed answers.

____________________________________

Why did Michael think he could reach
through the mirror in his room?
____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

List the numbers of the 2 sentences that
best support your answer. ____, ____
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____________________________________

44 reproducible activities.

____________________________________
____________________________________
List the numbers of the 2 sentences that
best support your answer. ____, ____
4.

5.
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6.

List the numbers of the 2 sentences that
best support your answer. ____, ____

F 17But mirrors. 18Mirrors were
something else entirely.
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LITERATURE

DIRECTIONS: Choose or write the best answer to each of the following questions using
the evidence presented in the passage. When required, list specific sentence numbers or
paragraph letters from the story to support your answer.

10. Face to Face
by Marion Dane Bauer (Excerpt)

Helps under-performing readers bring
their skills up to grade level

From paragraph E, you can conclude
that a farm boy is
A. independent.
B. practical.
C. silly.
D. unrealistic.

8.

When Michael was younger, the hidden
place where the mirror image stopped
had symbolized
A. his desire for a place to play.
B. his fear of small spaces.
C. his desire to see his father.
D. his need for a place to hide.

READING DETECTIVE R X
Award-Winning Literature Excerpts
The House on Mango Street • The Face on the
Milk Carton • Sarny • River • Out of the Dust
Sing Down the Moon • Call of the Wild

Give the letter of the paragraph that
best supports your answer. ____

The mood of the passage is
A. lighthearted.
B. sad.
C. angry.
D. thoughtful.

Fiction and Nonfiction Topics—geared toward

Detailed Solution
Question 6 (inference)
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Michael and his father
are (or were) separated,
and Michael didn’t know
where he’d gone.

grade 6–12 readers. Topics reflect standard
content as well as appropriate social issues, peer
relations, career prep, and other relevant subjects.
READING AND LITERARY ANALYSIS SKILLS







Identify main idea, theme, figurative language
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Draw conclusions, identify causes and effects
Define vocabulary using context
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